Senate Resolution No. 1368
BY: Senat or H NCHEY

MOURNI NG t he death of Karl Berger, internationally
renowned naster nusician, conposer, and educat or

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their commnities and this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Karl Berger of Wodstock, New York, whose pioneering
concepts and ground- breaki ng orchestral works changed the way nusic can
be taught and | earned, died on Sunday, April 9, 2023, at the age of 88;
and

WHEREAS, Born March 30, 1935, in Heidelberg, Germany, Karl Berger
was a prolific, award-w nning nusician, conposer, and educator, heral ded
wor | dwi de as a transformative pioneer in the way nusic is taught, heard,
and | earned, based on the commonality of all nusic; and

WHEREAS, Karl Berger earned a double Ph.D. in Philosophy and Musi c,
and hel d high-1evel University positions, including Head of the Misic
Depar t ment and Dean of Jazz Education at the University of
Massachusetts/ Dart nout h; Professor of Conposition and Dean of the Jazz
and Music Departnment at the Frankfurt Conservatory in Germany; and
taught innovative Jazz and contenporary nusic theory for several years
at the New School university in NYC, and

VWHEREAS, Karl Berger founded the internationally renowned Creative
Musi ¢ Foundation and Creative Misic Studio (CM5) in 1971 wth his
nmusical partner Ingrid Sertso and Jazz |egend Onette Col eman, which
brought students fromall over the world to the CM5 canmpus in Wodst ock,
New Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, Karl| Berger was a cel ebrated nmaster nusician on piano and
vi braphone, a five-tine wi nner of the prestigi ous DownBeat I|nternational
Critics Poll for his innovative work on vibraphone, and recorded no |ess
than 26 albunms under his own name, with extraordinary nusical artists
i ncluding sone of the nost revered in Jazz and New Misic including
O nette Col eman, Don Cherry, Eric Dol phy, Pharoah Sanders, Dave Hol |l and,
Ed Bl ackwel |, and Jack DeJohnette; and

WHEREAS, Karl Berger was equal ly recogni zed as a master arranger of
a variety of nusic including pop, rock, contenporary, classical and
world nusic, conposing and conducting arrangenents for such stellar
artists as Jeff Buckley, Natalie Merchant, Better Than Ezra, Angelique
Ki dj o, Coheed & Canbria, and The Cardi gans, anong others; and

VWHEREAS, Karl|l Berger brought new nusical trains of thought devel oped
at the Creative Misic Studio in Wodstock, to the worldw de nusi cal
comunity via tours through North and South Anerica, Europe, Africa, and
nyriad of other countries including Japan, I ndi a, and Tur key,



particularly focused on the art of Inprovising Ochestras; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2012, Karl Berger reinforced the Creative Miusic Studio's
significant position in the history of nodern American nusic through a
digital archival project with Colunbia University to preserve and nake
avai lable recordings of historic performnces by prom nent artists who
had taught at and worked with CMS; with this endeavor, supported by the
G ammy Foundation, hundreds of hours of archival recordings were
digitized over several vyears by CM5in the Sertso Recording Studio in
Wodst ock; Vol une One received rave reviews, including one from Cadence
Magazi ne, which called it the best historical jazz record of 2014; and

WHEREAS, The |egacy and teachings of Karl Berger and the Creative
Music Studio were profiled in the 2018 feature docunentary film "Misic
Mnd," and three books charting the pioneering thought and net hods of
Karl's teachi ngs have been publi shed: Musi ¢ Universe, Music Mnd and
All  Kinds of Tine: The Enduring Spirit of The Creative Misic Studio by
Robert Sweet; and The Music M nd Experience by R ck Maurer; and

VWHEREAS, The nusical communities of New York State continue to
benefit from the work and teachings of Karl Berger and the Creative
Musi ¢ Studi o through current student orchestra workshops, concerts and
events held in New York City and the Hudson Valley, contributing to the
peace, happi ness and innovative nusical education of all New Yorkers;
and

WHEREAS, Karl Berger is survived by his wife and nmuse, Ingrid Sertso
(vocal i st and award-w nni ng poet); and his daughter, Savia; his youngest
daught er Eva Berger predeceased hinm and

VWHEREAS, Karl Berger, inbued with enornous talent, foresight, and a
deep wel |l of conpassion, |eaves behind a | egacy which will [long endure
the passage of tine, and will remain as an inspiring spirit to all the
students, nusicians, audiences, famlies, and comunities his nusic
continues to serve; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Karl Berger, and to express its deepest condol ences
to his famly and friends; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Karl Berger



